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Akademie für Internationale Bildung (AiB) 
Lafayette Engineering Program – Spring 2024 

 
 
COURSE SYLLABUS 
PHIL 3110 Environmental Ethics 
 
 
Course Duration 
January 9 – May 1, 2024 
 
Instructors 
Prof. Dr. Dirk Lanzerath 
University of Bonn, Department of Philosophy 
German Reference Center for Ethics in the Life Sciences (DRZE) 
Bonner Talweg 57, 
D-53113 Bonn, Germany 
Tel.: +49 228-738110 
e-mail: lanzerath@drze.de - Internet: www.drze.de 
 
Office Hours 
Office hours are scheduled after class meetings or by appointment. 
 
Throughout the program, you can contact you instructor to discuss personal questions. 
 
 
Course Materials 
Readings and exercises are handed out by the instructor for each class session. 
 
 
Course Description 
This is an ethics course which examines various approaches in environmental ethics and their relation to ethical 
theories. The philosophical debate on environmental ethics concerns human beings’ moral and normative 
relationship with the natural environment and its inhabitants. 
 
Objectives 
 
The emergence of philosophical publications in the field of environmental ethics after the 1970s was due to the 
increasing awareness in the 1960s of the negative side effects that technology, industry, economic expansion 
and population growth were having on the environment (‘Limits of Growth’, ‘Silent Spring’). But what kind of 
nature and what kind of environment should be protected? Where are exactly the responsibilities of human 
beings? Is it the 'natural' nature as a result of an evolutionary process without any human influence such as for 
example in coral reefs or tropical rainforests; is it the nature cultivated by generations of civilized human beings 
for example in gardens or parks, or is it the kind of nature human beings need for their survival in future for 
example specialized crops and farm animals that we want to protect? 
 
Of particular interest is the question of drawing positive and negative limits for the treatment of nature and its 
diversity with recourse to normatively understood guiding concepts like man, life, suffering or nature, i.e. 
anthropocentric, biocentric, pathocentric or physiocentric dimensions. Moral consequences and implications 
arise here for man's dealings with the natural environment. 
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As part of a typology of paradigmatic approaches in today's ethics of nature, two basic types can at first be 
distinguished: the exclusive-anthroporelational concepts, on the one hand, and the trans-anthroporelational 
concepts, on the other. Although the former affirm the existence of ethical limits to human control over nature 
and nonhuman organisms, they deny that such limits are set by rights and duties of protection towards, or on 
the side of, the organisms themselves. In other words, the former type would restrict ethical limits exclusively 
to man himself. On the other hand, the latter type of concepts is characterized precisely by their explicit 
recognition of direct responsibilities and duties to protect even nonhuman organisms. 
 
This course will touch in particular the relation between nature and culture. This is to involve aspects of 
wilderness and nature conversation as well as using nature as resources. This leads to a critical analysis of 
modern concepts like sustainability, ecosystem services and bio economy. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
 
In class students will learn to analyze those various normative readings and other materials like movies, to 
identify the included ethical principles and to apply them to different fields and cases. The students will 
demonstrate the trained skills in various ways. They will have the chance to expose during class discussions, 
group work and individual presentations that they are able to understand and to analyze the normative debate 
and that they will develop their capacities to transfer ethical theories into practical judgments and to reflect 
ethical theories against the background of experiences with practical cases (reflective equilibrium). The 
students are asked to search for inspiring examples of their own area of work/study program. 
 
Schedule and Assignments 
 
Introduction into Ethics and Bioethics (lecture) 
 
Part A: Ethical Theories and Environmental Ethics 
 
- Aristoteles: Happiness, Virtues and Teleology in Environmental Ethics (lecture, readings, class discussions) 
 
- Kant: Deontology/Rules and Codes in Environmental Ethics (lecture, readings, class discussions) 
 
- Mill: Utilitarianism/Interests and Emotions in Environmental Ethics (lecture, readings, class discussions)  
 
 
Part B: The Various Approaches in Environmental Ethics and the Protection of Nature – Readings and Cases 
 
- anthropocentrism 
- pathocentrism 
- biocentrism 
- physiocentrism 
- holism 
 
- Readings by Peter Singer, Bonnie Steinbock, Tom Regan, Aldo Leopold, Rachel Carson, Paul W. Taylor, Albert 
Schweitzer, Arne Naess, Robin Attfield, Brian Barry, Michael Boylan, James Baird Callicott, Matha C. Nussbaum 
 
 
– Review of Part A & B 
 
- Test: Midterm (short questions, short answers) 
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Part C: Animal Ethics 
 
 
- Wild animals: protection and leaving them alone (role of protected areas/nature/wildlife parks) (group work) 
[presentations/assignments] 
 
- animals in zoos: the ambiguous role of zoos in protection, education and entertainment 
[presenations/assignments] 
 
- farming: aspects of environmental ethics and animal ethics (lectures, presentations with movies, practical 
group work) 
 
– Review of Part C 
 
 
 
Part D: Wilderness, Environment and Culture  
 
- Biotechnology, Bioeconomics and Ecosystem services: nature as resource 
[presentations/assignments] 
 
- Climate Change and Environment (lectures, presentations with movies, practical group work) 
[presentations/assignments] 
 
 
- Loss of biodiversity(presentations and group work) 
- excursion to Nees-Institute and Botanical garden in Bonn; 
[assignments] 
 
 
- Aesthetics and Nature 
[presenation/assignment] 
 
- Wilderness and Culture (aesthetics of nature, Bernie Krauses soundscape ecology) (movies an practical 
workshops)  
 
- Global governance and international agendas for sustainable development  
 
– Review of Part D 
 
(assignments) 
 
- Final Research Paper/creative project 
 
Instructional Methods: 
 
- lecture-discussions 
- group work 
- presentations 
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- panels 
- excursion 
- movies 
- research paper 
- assignments 
- remote meetings/video chats 
 
Selected References 
 

• Attfield, Robin, The Ethics of Environmental Concern, (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1983). 

• Barry, Brian, “Sustainability and Intergenerational Justice” in Dobson, Andrew (ed.), Fairness and Futurity, 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999): 93-117. 

• Barry, Brian, “Sustainability and Intergenerational Justice” in Dobson, Andrew (ed.), Fairness and Futurity, 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999): 93-117. 

• Benson, John, Environmental Ethics: An Introduction with Readings, (London: Routledge, 2001). 

• Blackstone, William T., “Ethics and Ecology” in Blackstone, William T. (ed.), Philosophy and Environmental 
Crisis, (Athens, University of Georgia Press, 1972): 16-42. 

• Bookchin, Murray, The Ecology of Freedom: The Emergence and Dissolution of Hierarchy, (Palo Alto, CA: 
Cheshire Books, 1982). 

• Bookchin, Murray, “What is Social Ecology?” in, Boylan, Michael (ed.), Environmental Ethics, (New Jersey: 
Prentice Hall, 2001): 62-76. 

• Bookchin, Murray and Foreman, Dave, Defending the Earth, (New York: Black Rose Books, 1991). 

• Boylan, Michael (ed.), Environmental Ethics, (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001). 

• Brennan, Andrew and Lo, Yeuk-Sze, "Environmental Ethics", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
(Summer 2002 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/sum2002/entries/ethics-
environmental. 

• Callicott, James Baird, “Animal Liberation: A Triangular Affair”, Environmental Ethics 2 (1980): 311-328. 

• Callicott, James Baird, “The Conceptual Foundations of the Land Ethic” in Zimmerman, Michael E.; Callicott, 
J. Baird; Sessions, George; Warren, Karen J.; and Clark, John (eds.), Environmental Philosophy: From Animal 
Rights to Radical Ecology, (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2nd ed., 1998): 101-123. 

• Carson, Rachel, Silent Spring, (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1962). 

• DesJardins, Joseph R., Environmental Ethics: An Introduction to Environmental Philosophy, (Belmont CA: 
Wadsworth, 3rd ed., 2001). 

• Dobson, Andrew, Green Political Thought, (London: Routledge, 2nd ed., 1995). 

• Eckersely, Robyn, Environmentalism and Political Theory: Toward an Ecocentric Approach, (London: UCL 
Press, 1992). 

• Ehrlich, Paul, The Population Bomb, (New York: Ballantine Books, 1968). 

• Ekardt Felix: Sustainability: Transformation, Governance, Ethics, Law (Environmental Humanities: 
Transformation, Governance, Ethics, Law) (Springer : Cham 2019) 

• Elliot, Robert, “Environmental Ethics” in, Singer Peter (ed.), A Companion to Ethics, (Oxford: Blackwell 
Publishers Ltd., 1993): 284-293. 

• Fox, Warwick, Towards a Transpersonal Ecology: Developing New Foundations for Environmentalism 
(Boston: Shambhala Press, 1990). 

• Gewirth, Alan, “Human Rights and Future Generations” in Boylan, Michael (ed.), Environmental Ethics, (New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001): 207-211. 

• Golding, Mark, “Obligations to Future Generations”, Monist, 56 (1972): 85-99. 

• Goodpaster, K. E., and Sayre, K. M., (eds.), Ethics and Problems of the 21st Century, (Notre Dame, Indiana: 
University of Notre Dame, 1979). 

• Jamieson, Dale, “Animal Liberation is an Environmental Ethic”, Environmental Values, 7/1 (1998): 41-57. 
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• Johnson, Lawrence E., A Morally Deep World: An Essay on Moral Significance and Environmental Ethics, 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993). 

• Kavka, Gregory, “The Futurity Problem” in Sikora, R. I., and Barry, Brian (eds.), Obligations to Future 
Generations, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1978): 186-203. 

• Lanzerath, Dirk et al. (Eds.), Concepts and Values in Biodiversity, (London: Routledge, 2016). 

• Leopold, Aldo, A Sand County Almanac: And Sketches Here and There, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
Special Commemorative Edition,1949/1989). 

• Mies, Maria and Shiva, Vandana, Ecofeminism, (London: Zed Books, 1993). 

• Naess, Arne, “The Shallow and the Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement. A Summary”, Inquiry 16 (1973): 
95-100. 

• Naess, Arne, “The Deep Ecological Movement Some Philosophical Aspects”, Philosophical Inquiry 8, (1986): 
1-2. 

• O’Neill, Onora, “Environmental Values, Anthropocentrism and Speciesism”, Environmental Values 6, No. 2 
(1997): 127-142. 

• Parfit, Derek, Reasons and Persons, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1984). 

• Passmore, John, Man’s Responsibility for Nature, New York: Scribner’s, 1974). 

• Passmore, John, “Environmentalism”, in Goodin, Robert E., and Pettit, Philip (eds.), A Companion to 
Contemporary Political Philosophy, (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers Ltd, 1995): 471-488. 

• Plumwood, Val, “Nature, Self, and Gender: Feminism, Environmental Philosophy, and the Critique of 
Rationalism”, Hypatia 6, 1 (Spring, 1991): 3-27. 

• Regan, Tom, The Case for Animal Rights, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2nd ed., 1983/2004). 

• Rolston III, Holmes, “Duties to Endangered Species”, Bioscience, 35 (1985): 718-726 

• Sagoff, Mark, “Animal Liberation and Environmental Ethics: Bad Marriage, Quick Divorce”, Osgoode Hall 
Law Journal 22, 2 (1984): 297-307. 

• Schweitzer, Albert, (translated by Naish, John), Civilization and Ethics: the Philosophy of Civilization Part II, 
(London: A & C Black Ltd, 1923). 

• Shrader-Frechette, Kristin, “Environmental Ethics” in LaFollette, Hugh (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of 
Practical Ethics, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995): 188-215. 

• Singer, Peter, “All Animals Are Equal”, Philosophical Exchange, Vol. 1. No. 5 (Summer, 1974): 243-257. 

• Singer, Peter, Practical Ethics, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2nd ed., 1993). 

• Taylor, Paul W., Respect for Nature: A Theory of Environmental Ethics, (Princeton NJ: Princeton University 
Press, 1986). 

• Varner, Gary E., In Nature’s Interests? Interests, Animal Rights, and Environmental Ethics, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1998). 

• Warren, Karen J., “The Power and the Promise of Ecological Feminism”, Environmental Ethics 12, 3 
(Summer, 1990): 124-126. 

• Warren, Mary Anne, Moral Status: Obligations to Persons and Other Living Things, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2000). 

• Woodward, James, “The Non-Identity Problem”, Ethics, 96 (July, 1986): 804-831. 

• Zimmerman, Michael E.; Callicott, J. Baird; Sessions, George; Warren, Karen J.; and Clark, John (eds.), 
Environmental Philosophy: From Animal Rights to Radical Ecology, (New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2nd ed., 
1998). 
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Grading  
 
Students are expected to prepare one seminar presentation. In addition, there will be a written mid-term and 
final exam. At the end of the seminar students can choose between a research paper or a creative project. 
 
Grade Composition 

 

mid-term exam = 25 % 

assignments  = 20 % 

research paper/creative writing project                                                                    = 30 % 

class attendance and participation  = 10 % 

presentation                                                                                                                    = 15% 

 

 
 
Grading Scale 
 
Work in a philosophy class cannot be graded in the same manner as in a math or science class. Therefore, rather 
than give a „scale“, I prefer to describe aspects of different grades, which the students are expected to earn by 
their contribution in class discussions and written work. 
 
A „C“ grade in this class: reflects a „good“ performance. This implies: 

• regular attendance 

• good reading of a text 

• average participation in discussions (once a week) 

• passive grasp of subject matter (student knows what is going on, but does not enter into a dialogue 
with it) 

• written work shows good comprehension 
 

A „B“ grade in this class: reflects „very good“ performance. This implies: 

• all of the above, and in addition: 

• active participation in class discussion 

• awareness of key issues 

• evidence of a „struggle“ with the text 

• some ability to draw implications or conclusions 

• written work shows good insights going beyond the text 
 
An „A“ grade in this class: reflects „excellent“ performance. This implies: 

• all of the above, and in addition: 

• active engagement in the exercise of doing philosophy 

• critical reflection and insights 

• some original ideas contributed in class and in writing 

• written work shows real evidence of good reflection, discussion of material outside of class 
 
 
Obviously, a „D“ or „F“ grade would be absence of all the above behaviors. Just coming to class is not worthy of 
a C. The activity of philosophy is what distinguishes us from other forms of life. Even an average student should 
be distinct in this regard. 
 



 

AiB | Lafayette Engineering Spring 2024 Course Syllabus                  7 

 

 
In cases where objective material is tested (i.e. two tests), I follow the regarding scale listed below: 
 

93.0%-100%          A 
89.5%-92.9%         A- 
88.0%-89.4%         B+ 
83.0%-87.9%         B 
79.5%-82.9%         B- 
78.0%-79.4%         C+ 
73.0%-77.9%         C 
69.5%-72.9%         C- 
68.0%-69.4%         D+ 
63.0%-67.9%         D 
59.5%-62.9%         D- 
0  - 59.4%               F 

 
 
Attendance 
Students are required to attend class. Any unexcused absence leads to point deduction. You will be asked to 
complete a substitute assignment for any missed class. 
 
 
Academic Integrity 
Students at Lafayette and AiB are part of a broader academic community, with a shared set of values and 
assumptions, and united by the common goals of acquiring and advancing knowledge. Within that community 
are many smaller, specialized communities, each with its own specific conventions for working and 
communicating. In general, however, intellectual endeavor involves discussing the ideas that others have 
already expressed; striving to understand them more deeply; applying those ideas to new and far-reaching 
problems; and respectfully challenging those ideas and attempting to extend or even replace them in light of 
new discoveries. 
We share the values of the academic community, which (among other things) require us to acknowledge the 
contributions that others have made and to continue to add to ongoing intellectual conversations. Failure to 
uphold this value, either intentionally or inadvertently, is a violation of the community’s standards. Moreover, 
certain violations of the community’s standards clearly rise to the level of academic dishonesty and can have 
serious consequences. 
 
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Respect 
Every member of the AiB community has the right to expect respect in the exchange of ideas and perspectives. 
In the spirit of shared humanity and concern for our community and the world, we recognize that our learning 
activities and design solutions can either support, or be biased against, groups of people and individuals. Thus, 
our international seminar is dedicated to cultivating and maintaining an equitable and culturally inclusive and 
welcoming environment where difference is valued, respected and celebrated. In this class we will be 
committed to and accountable for advancing human diversity, equity, inclusion, and respect. This applies to: 
i)  our class interactions (each of your voices is vital and legitimate!) 
ii)  our engagement and collaborations with Triboro partners and all of its residents (their voices are vital and 

legitimate!) 
iii)  the ideas that are reflected in our work—acknowledging that landscapes and places also play a vital role in 

inclusion, equity, diversity and civil discourse. 
We disavow systemic patterns of prejudice, including speech or actions that attempt to silence, threaten, 
disadvantage, belittle, or displace groups and individuals. We advocate for social and environmental justice and 
inclusive communities and places as we work toward an equitable, democratic, and sustainable society.  
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The Student Code of Conduct 
The Student Code of Conduct will be followed. It is important, but since it’s quite lengthy, see: 
https://conduct.lafayette.edu/student-handbook/student-code-of-conduct/. Seriously inappropriate behavior 
may result in being referred to the Office of Student Conduct, with possible sanctions including removal from 
the program. 
 
Disability Accommodation 
We will abide by Lafayette College policy on disability accommodation. We welcome students with disabilities 
into the our educational programs. The Lafayette College Campus has an office for students with disabilities. 
Accessibilitiy Services website provides contact information here: https://hub.lafayette.edu/disability-services/ 
. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must contact the appropriate disability 
services office. If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus 
disability services office will provide you with an accommodation letter. Please share this letter with AiB and 
your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early as possible. You must follow this process 
for every semester that you request accommodations.” 
 
COVID 19 Policies and Accommodations 
Lafayette Engineering students must adhere to safety guidelines because, as members of the AiB community, 
you share a collective responsibility to engage in simple-to-follow practices that protect the safety and health 
of everyone. Failure to adhere to these guidelines will disrupt the learning experiences.  
If you have potential COVID-19 symptoms or have been in contact with someone who has symptoms or tests 
positive, you should not come to class. Call your Academic Managers or the AiB Emergency Number and ask 
for next steps. Refusal to comply with AiB policies is a violation of the Student Code of Conduct. Students who 
refuse to wear masks appropriately may face disciplinary action for Code of Conduct violations. AiB faculty may 
end class if a student refuses to wear a mask appropriately.  
 
 

https://conduct.lafayette.edu/student-handbook/student-code-of-conduct/

